• Tuesday, January 30, 6:00 a.m.-Wednesday, January 31, 2:00 a.m.
• Tuesday, February 20, 6:00 a.m.-Wednesday, February 21, 2:00 a.m.
• Tuesday, March 6, 6:00 a.m.-Wednesday, March 7, 2:00 a.m.
• Tuesday, March 13, 6:00 a.m.-Wednesday, March 14, 2:00 a.m.
• Tuesday, April 3, 6:00 a.m.-Wednesday, April 4, 2:00 a.m.
• Tuesday, April 17, 6:00 a.m.-Wednesday, April 18, 2:00 a.m.
• Tuesday, May 8, 6:00 a.m.-Wednesday, May 9, 2:00 a.m.
• Tuesday, May 15, 6:00 a.m.-Wednesday, May 16, 2:00 a.m. No make-up exams will be given. If there is a medical emergency, documented by a written excuse from a health care provider, an exam may be dropped. In this case, the grade will be calculated based on the other seven exams taken.
You will take the exams online in a timed format. You will have a set amount of time-usually 35 minutes-to take an exam. You must complete the exam in that amount of time. Late exams may still be submitted, but will receive lower grades. Once you start an exam, you must finish it-there is no starting an exam, exiting, and coming back to it at another time. Each exam may only be taken one time. All eight short exams will consist of one multi-part essay question. To avoid losing your work while you are writing, you should write up your essay in your word-processing program, and then copy-and-paste it into the D2L exam window. Once you have pasted in your essay answer, be sure to click on the relevant D2L icons to save your work and then to submit your answer.
Grades will be assigned on a 0-4.0 scale. D2L shows the grades as a percentage score out of 100. The following list shows how these numerical scores equate to letter grades:
• A = 4 = 100%
• A-= 3.67 = 91.75%
• B+ = 3.33 = 83.25%
• B = 3 = 75%
• B-= 2.67 = 66.75%
• C+ = 2.33 = 58.25%
• C = 2 = 50%
• C-= 1.67 = 41.75%
• D+ = 1.33 = 33.25%
• D = 1 = 25%
• D-= 0.67 = 16.75%
• F = 0 = 0% Exam grades will be posted on D2L within one week after exams are taken. Students with questions about their grades should discuss them first (via email or in person) with the Teaching Assistant. If any issues remain unresolved, students should then contact me. Final course grades will be posted on PAWS.
Students are responsible to complete and represent their work honestly, to cite sources appropriately, and to respect others' academic endeavors. Students must use their own words in completing exams. Copying-and-pasting from other sources, including course content materials, will result in a failing grade.
Course Description
Following a brief introduction to economic policymaking in general, the course is divided into five main parts. The first part examines the modern history of the international trading system. We begin with a brief introduction to the theory of international trade. We then examine how and why the trade policies of the world's major economies have evolved in certain ways over the last 150 years. Next, we look at how U.S. trade policy evolved after World War II. Both for the international system as a whole and for the U.S., why has there been so much variation over time between free trade and protectionism? We will examine the impact of economic interest group coalitions, political institutions, and national military security interests.
The second part surveys some basic features of the international economy. The next parts turn to recent and current issues in the international economy, both in the developed (rich) and developing (poor) parts of the world. How and why did most of Western Europe come to adopt a common currency, the euro? What are the strengths and weaknesses of Europe's monetary integration? What explains the "Euro Crisis" that has unfolded since 2008? What is the state of trade relations among the largest developed economies? Will trade continue to become freer, or will there be a relapse into separate, more protectionist trade blocs? What explains why some regions of the developing world, particularly East and Southeast Asia, have had much higher rates of economic growth than others? Are recent policies and development patterns in the post-communist countries most similar to those in any other regions, such as East Asia or Latin America? Particular attention will be paid to the causes and consequences of the 1997-1999 international financial crises in Southeast and East Asia, Latin America, and post-communist Europe. This episode illustrates the diversity of economic conditions and policy responses across the developing world.
The last part of the course analyzes the role of economic trends in bringing about the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War. How did economic trends interact with other factors-such as Soviet institutions, ideology, and leadership, or the revolutionary changes in computer and communications technologies-to bring about the collapse?
Readings
The following required books are available in the bookstore: Other readings are available on the D2L course site.
Course and Exam Schedule
After the exam times given below within each of the subject areas, the material to be covered for that exam time is also listed. Students will not be expected to know material to be covered after a given exam, but they should be ready to answer questions about all material covered through the given exam. 
